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DATA ACCESS

Copernicus data and information is available under a free, full and open data policy. 
Data from the Copernicus Sentinel satellites are accessible for download through dedicated 
infrastructures operated by the European Space Agency (ESA) and EUMETSAT. In 
addition to the data-hubs, EUMETCast broadcasts some Sentinel data directly to the users’ 
desk. Copernicus services information is made available through dedicated websites. For users 
who do not wish to transfer data to their own systems, Copernicus data and information are 
available through the data access facilities (Data and Information Access Services) allowing 
users to process and analyse them in the cloud. 

More information on https://www.copernicus.eu/en/access-data
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INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

During its term as Chair of the Committee on Earth Observation (CEOS), the European Commission with 
Copernicus laid the foundations for an international carbon and Greenhouse gas monitoring 
system in support of the Paris Climate Agreement, which is now being implemented. Cooperation 
Arrangements with third countries provide additional value to the European Union in a reciprocal manner 
(e.g. access to satellite data and in situ data, cooperation on data processing, data assimilation into models 
and products of the Copernicus services). It creates enabling conditions for European industry and service 
providers in the partner country markets to foster the uptake of European-developed services and products.

SOCIO ECONOMIC BENEFITS

Copernicus helps us address key societal challenges of our times, such as climate 
change, natural disasters or border control. It also creates endless business opportunities.

Past studies have estimated that, between 2017 and 2035, Copernicus would generate 
between €67 and €131 billion in benefits for the European society and economy. This is 
ten to twenty times the cost of the Copernicus component of the EU Space Programme. 
Interestingly, more than 80% of the benefits are expected to be generated outside of the 
space sector, through the use of Copernicus data in other parts of the economy (agriculture, 
fisheries, insurance, air quality etc.). As demonstrated by the EUSPA EO and GNSS Market 
Report for 2022, the Earth Observation market is growing at a steady pace and Copernicus 
open data is a key driver of growth in this area.

USER UPTAKE ACTIVITIES
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The Copernicus component of the EU Space Programme provides accurate, 
high-quality data and information. It also relies on in situ observations from ground, 
sea, and air-borne sensors, as well as geospatial ancillary or reference data, for calibrating, 
validating and complementing satellite products. The in situ component is responsible for 
identifying data access gaps and bottlenecks, supporting the provision of cross-cutting data, 
managing partnerships with data providers to improve access and use conditions, and 
brokering innovative solutions with services, providers or national authorities.

More information on https://insitu.copernicus.eu/

PROGRAMME OF 
THE EUROPEAN UNION

IN SITU

The European Commission has developed actions to support users of Copernicus and 
maximise the benefits of the component. Almost three hundred Copernicus Relays and 
Copernicus Academy members in all European regions and beyond act as local 
ambassadors and support a myriad of awareness events every year. Copernicus information 
sessions and webinars are organised regularly to offer networking and engagement 
opportunities for all members, including an annual General Assembly. Dedicated training and 
course materials have also been developed in the context of the Copernicus Skills programme. 
Copernicus now has over 500,000 users, largely exceeding original expectations.
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